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Features of www.USPTO.gov 

• Apply Online for a Patent using EFS-Web 

• Obtain Status of a Patent Application (must be a 

registered user to see the status of unpublished 

applications) 

• Determine when applications will be picked up for 

examination, see First Office Action Estimator 

• Search US Patent Database 

• Search Patent Classification Manual 



Features of www.USPTO.gov 

• Download Forms and Fee Schedules 

• Patent Help Resources 

• Access Details of All Currently Pending Published Patent 

Applications (Public PAIR) 

• IP Awareness Assessment Tool 

• Information about Pro Se and Pro Bono programs 

• Link to StopFakes.gov site 

 



Free Legal Service Programs 

• Pro Bono (Free Legal Representation) 

http://www.uspto.gov/inventors/proseprobono/inde
x.jsp  

• Volunteer Lawyers for the Arts 

http://www.vlany.org/legalservices/patent_program.p
hp 

• The Law School Clinic Certification Program 

http://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/ip-
policy/public-information-about-practitioners/law-
school-clinic-1   
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Pro Se Assistance Program 

• The Pro Se Assistance Program offers various services for the 

public, including: 

• Dedicated personnel for assisting pro se applicants 

• In person assistance (by appointment) for the general public 

at all USPTO Offices (Alexandria, VA; Detroit, MI; Dallas, TX; 

Denver, CO & San Jose, CA) 

• A fully equipped public computer workstation for visitors at 

all USPTO Offices on a first come first served basis 

• Targeted support to connect applicants with relevant 

resources and information 

• Online resources 
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