
FAST FY 2026
Funding Opportunity

Tuesday, June 9th 2026

2 PM ET

Applications must be submitted in full by 4:00 pm ET on July 22, 2026, to be eligible for consideration.



The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) helps 
Americans start, grow, and expand businesses.
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SBA works to ignite change and spark action so small businesses can confidently start, grow, 
expand, or recover. Created in 1953, SBA is the only federal agency fully dedicated to small 
business and provides counseling, capital, and contracting expertise as the nation’s go-to 
resource and voice for small business owners and entrepreneurs.

SBA’s 68 District Offices in 10 Regions collaborate 
with SBA-funded resource partners.

Small Business Development Centers (SBDC), SCORE Business 
Mentors, Women’s Business Centers (WBC), Veterans Business 
Outreach Centers (VBOC), Regional Innovation Clusters (RIC), 
Federal And State Technology (FAST) Partnership Program

Get local assistance | U.S. Small Business Administration

https://www.sba.gov/local-assistance


Federal and State Technology (FAST) 
Partnership Program

This presentation does not take the place of or precedence over the FAST Notice of 
Funding Opportunity (NOFO). 

Applicants must refer to and adhere to all requirements of the FAST Funding 
Opportunity available on Grants.gov. 

Funding Opportunity No. SB-OIIFT-26-001

Applicants MUST submit via Grants.gov: https://www.grants.gov/search-results-
detail/362646

If you have any questions, please send to FAST@sba.gov.  
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Purpose & Goals

FAST provides funding to organizations to execute state/regional programs that raise 
awareness of the SBIR/STTR programs, educate small businesses on new and ongoing 
program requirements, increase application submission and awards, and reach all 
eligible small businesses. 

Under the authority of the Small Business Act (see 15 U.S.C. 657d), FAST awards 
strengthen the SBIR/STTR programs through: 

1. Stakeholder engagement: increase the pipeline of SBIR/STTR applicants through targeted trainings 
and stakeholder engagement; and build the capacity of partner organizations and individuals 
responsible for supporting SBIR/STTR applicants and existing awardees.

2. Technical and business assistance: support entrepreneurs and startups through custom programs 
and/or services that improve proposal development and team creation; provide assistance that leads 
to the commercialization of technology developed through SBIR/STTR program funding; and form or 
encourage relevant mentoring networks to provide business advice and counseling.

3. Financial support: make grants or loans to applicants to pay a portion or all the cost of developing 
SBIR/STTR proposals (Phase 0), attending relevant conferences, and bridging gaps between phases.
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15 USC 657d: Federal and State Technology Partnership Program

sbir.gov/community/fast

https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=%22federal+and+state+technology%22&f=treesort&fq=true&num=2&hl=true&edition=prelim&granuleId=USC-prelim-title15-section657d
https://www.sbir.gov/community/fast


FY 2026 Funding Opportunity Information

Total funding available for FAST in FY2026: $9,000,000

Maximum award amount is $180,000

SBA expects to make at least 7 new awards

Funding planned for new awards in FY2026: $1,260,000

FAST legislation does not allow SBA to receive more than one 
proposal per state/territory. Each proposal must include a letter of 
endorsement from the state’s governor or their designee. If two 
entities within the same state apply, SBA will contact the governor’s office for 
determination on which application is to be considered.
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Eligibility

Current FAST Awardees Eligible States/Territories 

• American 
Samoa

• Connecticut
• District of 

Columbia
• Guam
• Maryland
• Massachusetts
• Nevada

• Northern 
Mariana Islands

• Oregon
• South Carolina
• Washington
• Vermont
• U.S. Virgin 

Islands
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Only States currently without a FAST awardee can apply through this Funding Opportunity

sbir.gov/community/fast

https://www.sbir.gov/community/fast


Application Information

Applications must include the following elements:

• Cover letter (1 page)

• Technical Proposal (10 pages, min single spaced with size 12 font)

• Attachment and Exhibits

• Budget Information

• Certifications, Forms and Assurances
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Applications must be submitted in full by 4:00 pm ET on July 22, 2026, to be eligible for consideration.

sbir.gov/community/fast

https://www.sbir.gov/community/fast


Technical Proposal

A. Organizational Experience and Capacity (25 points)

B. Project Management (10 points)

C. Coordination Across State and Regional SBIR/STTR Efforts (25 
Points)

D. Project Design (Total of 40)
1) General Program and Small Business Support Details (30 points)

2) Ability to Reach Entrepreneurs and Small Businesses in Places with 
Historically Lower Levels of SBIR/STTR Participation, especially Rural 
Areas (10 points)
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Each section and sub-section should be clearly listed.

Max score: 100 points

sbir.gov/community/fast

https://www.sbir.gov/community/fast


Guidance on Forms

The following forms are incorporated as part of the electronic application 
process on grants.gov:

• SF-424, Application Federal Assistance

• SF-424A, Budget Information

• SF-424B, Assurance for Non-Construction Programs

• Other Statements Form
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Guidance on Application Materials

1. Cover Letter (1 page) and Technical Proposal (max 10 pages, single spaced or more, size 12 font)
2. Resumes for Key Personnel (If position is vacant, a position description must be provided; resumes not more 

than 2 pages in length)
3. Contracts and Consulting Agreements 
4. Organizational Chart with List of Board of Directors or Advisory Board members
5. Milestones Chart with monthly projections for all activities to be performed under this cooperative 

agreement
6. Governor’s Letter of Endorsement - Only those proposals bearing the written endorsement of the State 

governor(s), or their designee(s) may be submitted for evaluation and funding considerations. 
7. Summary of previous FAST Program Achievements (if applicable)
8. Budget Detail Worksheet and Narrative A9-A12 (Narrative must include detailed budget of each cost 

category.)
9. Cost Policy Statement (SAMPLE: sba.gov/document/support--cost-policy-statement-example)
10. Match Certification (documentation on portion)
11. Indirect Cost Rate Proposal - Applicant must submit a current approved rate.  If the Applicant does not have 

such an agreement, the applicant may negotiate a proposed indirect cost rate in accordance with the 
procedures set forth in the applicable cost principles set forth in the New Omnibus Super Circular or may 
accept the 15 percent de Minimis rate.
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The following forms will be attachments and should follow the bolded naming 
convention:

sbir.gov/community/fast
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Updated Match Percentage Requirements
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Non-Federal Match of $1 for 
each $1 of Federal Funds

Non-Federal Match of $.75 
for each $1 of Federal Funds

Non-Federal Match of $.50 
for each $1 of Federal Funds

State rankings and match requirements based off FY 2024 SBIR/STTR public award data compiled by SBA’s Office of Investment and 
Innovation. Information is based on number of awards issued and funding obligations for new awards only. 

Ranking State Phase 1 Awards

1 California 759
2 Massachusetts 382
3 Texas 245
4 Virginia 221
5 New York 181
6 Colorado 152
7 Pennsylvania 142
8 Ohio 140
9 Maryland 137

10 Florida 135
11 North Carolina 109
12 Alabama 91
13 Illinois 89
14 Washington 75
15 New Jersey 74
16 Georgia 62
17 Michigan 57
18 Connecticut 55

Ranking State Phase 1 Awards
19 Arizona 50
20 Oregon 48
21 New Hampshire 44
22 Minnesota 43
23 Delaware 40
24 Indiana 38
25 Wisconsin 37
26 New Mexico 35
27 Utah 33
28 Hawaii 32
29 Tennessee 26
30 South Carolina 24
31 Kentucky 22
32 District of Columbia 21
33 Wyoming 20
34 Oklahoma 19
35 Vermont 18

Ranking State Phase 1 Awards

36 Missouri 17
37 West Virginia 15
38 Kansas 14
39 Nevada 14
40 Louisiana 13
41 Rhode Island 12
42 Idaho 10
43 Mississippi 10
44 South Dakota 10
45 Iowa 9
46 Maine 7
47 Montana 7
48 Arkansas 5
49 Puerto Rico 5
50 Nebraska 3
51 North Dakota 2
52 Alaska 1
53 Guam 1
54 American Samoa 0
55 Northern Mariana Islands 0
56 Virgin Islands 0



Tips

• Read Program Announcement carefully
• Section IV – Application and Submission Information
• Section V – Application Review Information

• Prepare a focused proposal that includes milestone goals and supporting activities that can 
realistically be achieved within the 12-month period.

• For eligibility, you must have a signed letter by governor (or equivalent).

• Plan early! Do NOT wait until the last day to submit your application. You must allow sufficient 
time to get your UEI number (SAM registration) and register in Grants.gov

• Use the Application Checklist tool (NOFO section 8.3) to make sure you have all required 
application elements.

If you have any questions, please send to FAST@sba.gov.  
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