
SBIR/STTR  Success Stories USDA

When you think of organic supplements, like Maine Medicinals’ tried 
and true Elderberry Syrup, it’s easy to envision the company’s following. Health-
conscious Whole Foods shoppers, or immunity conscious parents who want to protect 
their families from the barrage of viruses floating around. But what you probably don’t 
envision is the U.S. Army, turning to nature, and to Maine Medicinals, in order to 
protect its troops with one of the most potent antioxidants available. Currently, the 
company is in development of a super concentrated blend of its flagship product 
through an Army SBIR project, with the goal of support soldiers’ immune systems, and 
offering quicker recovery from exertion. 

After being in business for almost a decade, owner Edie Johnston and her son, Geo 
Johnston are experiencing a surge of growth that can be traced back to early USDA 
SBIR grants. Not only did the SBIR grants help Edie develop a proprietary process for 
the extraction of elderberries, but it afforded them the research and development that 
was necessary to learn about this relatively new crop in the United States. Thanks to 
the early grant money, Maine Medicinals’ process maintains significantly higher levels 
of phytonutrients, and the result is a product with two and a half times the antioxidants 
of its leading competitors’ products. 

Maine Medicinals’ AnthoImmune™ Organic Elderberry Syrup is its most popular 
product, and unlike other elderberry elixirs, it actually tastes good. Edie has perfected 
a blend of organic wild Maine blueberries for added antioxidants, organic elderflowers 
(which are highly anti-inflammatory), and organic elderberries to create this top-selling 
brand. Although Maine Medicinals remains a small business employing just eight 
people, the company is gearing up for massive large-scale production.

Maine Medicinals sells its product 
line of syrups and therapeutics 
through direct sales on its website 
and Amazon.com, in large natural 
food store chains around the 
country, and in physician’s offices 
via national distribution through 
Emerson Ecologics. 

Elderberries naturally contain  
anti-viral and anti-inflammatory 
properties and help to fight free 
radicals in the body.    

Maine Medicinals’ mission is to 
optimize human health by merging 
ancient herbal traditions with current 
phytomedicinal research. 

Total USDA SBIR Investment: $1M 

PUBLISHED SEPTEMBER 2018

Maine Medicinals

DRESDEN

ME
 IMPACT 

“AMAZON’S CHOICE” SELLER FOR
 FOR ELDERBERRY SYRUP AND FOUND IN 5 REGIONS OF WHOLE FOODS 

MAINE MEDICINALS
555 Gardiner Rd.

Dresden, ME 04342
www.mainemedicinals.com


